Saturday, May 24, 2003

Judges 2:1 – 23

It is generally accepted that the phrase “The angel of the Lord” refers to a pre-incarnate appearance of the Christ, the second Person of the Trinity.  Here He reveals the reason that the enemy nations surrounding Israel would not be destroyed. They would be left in the land because of the disobedience of God’s people.


There were numerous Baals (gods/lords) in the area and Israel would pursue them all.  “Baal” could also mean husband and some commentators point out that this fits well with the prophets’ later comparison of Israel to an unfaithful wife, and also to the reference to Israel as the “harlot” in today’s reading (“prostituted themselves” in the NIV). 

When they discovered that rebellion led only to servitude and sorrow, God would raise up judges to rescue the people, but according to verse 19 the people would return to their acts of rebellion as soon as the judge died. The cycle described in the introduction to Judges 1 happened over and over, each time spiraling deeper into sin against God.
